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BRCGS Directory - key principles 

Like its predecessor, the new BRCGS Directory’s primary function remains the hosting 

& sharing of BRCGS audit reports and associated Certificates. 

Key principles; 

1. Audit records can only be created or amended by BRCGS approved 

Certification Bodies. 

 

2. All audit records must reference a specific audited location known as a ‘site’, 

and at least one auditor. 

 

3. All Sites must also have a record in the Directory and those records must be 

linked to an ‘owning’ by a company. Companies may own one or many sites. 

 

4. Like audit creation, the creation and configuration of sites and their owning 

companies can only be administrated by BRCGS approved Certification 

Bodies. 

 

5. All audit records must also have an owner, referred to as an Audit Owner.  

In most cases the audit owner will be the company that owns the site referenced in 

the audit record. The Directory will automatically assign audit ownership on this basis 

unless otherwise configured. 

In the instance that an audit record is owned by a company other than the site 

owning company, the administrating Certification Body can make the appropriate 

adjustment at any time. 

6. The Directory allows audit records to be made accessible to users other than 

the audit owner and auditing Certification Body, on a permission controlled 

basis.  

This is referred to as sharing and is typically used by companies making their audit 

documents available to customers such as retailers or other manufacturers  

Only audit owners can share their audits with other users. 

The Directory now allows an audit owner to share their audit report with CBs that did 

not conduct the audit. Audits shared in this manner cannot be edited by the 

recipient CB. 

7. All audit records must also reference one or more auditor. All detailed 

auditors must have a BRCGS approved profile describing their attributes & 

skills. 

 

8. Sites, companies, auditors and audit records all have unique, immutable 

reference numbers to aid identification & location within the Directory. All 
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unique IDs are randomly generated on the entities initial creation, are 

permanent & non-transferable. 

Summary 

The Directory’s primary function is the receipt, hosting and sharing of audit records. 

The following entities must exist in the Directory to allow an audit to be imported; 

Site record, Company record, Auditor profile. 

 


